A BRIBEE 10 BPPORTURITY

In South Carolina, only 15% (reading), 13% (math) and 11%
(science) of African American students perform at or above
proficiency. ‘As we Grow’ addresses these critical subject areas
by providing a project-based program where students develop
eritical thinking skills, gain the ability to solve problems, work
effectively as a team, and apply learning outcomes to their
present life experience:

‘As we Grow” focuses on two farming methods along with the
science and technology required to successfully produce
vegetation. Students will ieam about hydroponics and traditional
growing using the “grow bag” method. Technology is rapidly
growing in the field of" agrlczﬂmre The students learn to fly
drones and gain an understanding of the role drones play in
agriculture,

Objective/Goal:
~ Encourage agricultural career pathways
- Fill academic gaps in science, math and reading
- Grasp the large concepts behind agriculture through
interactions with instructors,
- Learn about advanced tools available for monitoring and
manipulating growth cycles and how to best use them.
- Build and manage & small hydroponic system.
- Create a positive bond between farm animals and the
students
- Operate drones and understand drone application
- Learn team-building skills.
Activities: Work with animals, fish, incubate egg,s STEAM
activities using SC state educational standards, learn about and
build hydreponic systems, learn to operate drones, field trips to
Edventure, Clean Leafy Greens and Set in Stone Sustainability
Farm



Partnerships: Clemson Ext, South Carolina Department of
Agriculture (ACRE), Set in Stone Sustainability Farm, Clean
Leafy Greens, Double V Aerospace, Edgewood Foundation
(We are also planning to incorporate Richland School District
One and the Farm Bureau)

Population served: Richland One students ages 6yrs - 12yr5
living in underserved areas (zip codes 29201, 29203, 29204,
Program Date: June 12, 2023 — August 4, 2023

Number of students: 60; Two cohorts of 30

Target age: 6-12yts




PR

ch. 96 Nun, 15

South Caroling. Depnrtment oquncu!ture

MARKET lULLETIN

SUMMER PROGRAM CONNECTS
CHILDREN TO AGRICULTURE

STORY AND PHOTOS BY HANNAH ARNDT

On Auguist 18, 2022,
Sonth Caoling
Depattment: of
Agriculiure ensployees
visited with campers
pusticipating in the
Battier Breakers “As
‘We Grow” program, #
sutiimer-lupg camp for
underserved students
ages 6-13, focusing

ot ol and riea]
agriculture phictices,

Barcier Rreakers s a
grasegats nonprofit
organization ppoted

in the ethic of pussing
on trditmal business
vafues infsed with
ananderstancing of
regetiemtive work and
sustalnubility, Jermifer
Quaninghem, a resident
of Columbia, South
Caraling, founded
Burtlcr Breakers

with a misslon to
engagt students
Bytngg i marglpalized
comimities with

ot states agroutture indostry, Improving their
sclencs, math, and techinofogy skills, afl while
enlancing stidonts' ability & think critieally aboue
the food thut they eat,

With visits 1o

After witneasing a lack of knowledge among young
atudants shout whote their food comes From,
Jermifer sct out to ensure the next genemtion could
sco firsthand how to grow and process food not
only bo sustuin thewsclves, but alse g0 have a fature
carecy Jn agricaltire,

"tirse bnportmt that our students understand
have thair food is grows
and to cteate a spuce

where they can e engaged
trough experentinl work
that foutes creativity and
eapgses thewn to pewidens,”
suid Cunninghars,

While participating in the
progras, etdents have
lentned valyable skills

Tike fishitig, composting,
and using grow bugs for
praduce, They have baey
able to oxperence exactly
what gues into living and
working on a farm in rutal
South Caroling, us well ag

apn Leafy Green
Barrier Rrookers summer program ar

5 : blllty Farm, iludwh i
Hing whers thelr fobd cames fram,

abseave duily opetntions at an atban hydsopanic
Tacility,

Campers had a busy schedule during SCIIAS vinit,
slirting off with a moming mecting to gat prepared
For the day before heading out on the toad, The
fieat stop of the day was Cloan Leafy Greens,

a hydroponic aperation Iptated in Coltmbia,
Students werg able to lonmn about thi process of
growihg plants in nutrient solutions under LKL
frow Hglits,

The next stop was St in Stone Sustainability Fom,
Iocated in Jeokinsvifle, Here, cumpers leather to
feed chickens, goaty, snd pigs, and cven incubate
their own quall eggs, 'The visit also included writing
and visual art lessonw,

Througheut the sumaner, patticipants in the camp
also leamed about soil composition, wator ¢ycles,
Jam making, teamwork, and mote,

“My hopt is For Bartier Breakem to prow In

the yaaze to come, giving mote children the
oppermnity tolook beyond their comumunities,
improve their scademics, snd develop a
persatal conhoction with faod, feld and fora,”
Cunniughaim said,

To lsom mmuboutﬂomurﬂmkm, inclydleg hets to valunkesr
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2049, the program way
in-persan for tha enting
woek, It wes iz to ke
beck together

Wea tdeked it ofF over

the weakiend with our
Industey Tour Day, which
Festured vidts to prach
grower Titan Fres, Log
Creek Timber, and poulbey
preducer Amick Fams,

Whan enrolling in the
progien, students
choose among thees
aeaphazis aret Livestonk
Production, Foresiey &
Matural Resaurces, or
Planit Soisnce, Thuy thon
Follow » vigovous schodule
oF rerdomle saslony

i Fhonitcomas  and bbombory reseorch
f toenploring  For thelr einphosly area
LE TN theughouk the waek.
its grest 1o veo what's Also on the agorda was
possible end gor your fost Expert P:E:l Featuring
wet shand of tme, vovensl stafFrernbess Eooay
" Thirsy-six high school our agancyt and Discwssion
studentajust wrapped up  Meet, now hosdud up by
a Fulkweek of learning, Clemson's D, iirky Piwyor
fosdership mdsomefun - and sponsored by S
vewellat the 2022 South  Fuerm Burewy, which gives
Carolinn Commissiona’s  studsuts the opportunity
School for Ageleulture, o work throuph somo hot
In koine gases, their toples inag,
Foet actuplly wera wok: Woven throughout the
The siudenis enjoyed y weak are plonty of fun
whitywetor safiing trip os  setivitles, For xample,
onotfsveraltoam-hullding  oarly ench morning,
setivitios during thewieek,  the student hava the
thaven't hesndofunyone  opportunity to purticipate
uhgmrﬁulﬂ but it in a pradizion called
viouldw't varprise me - Fitneos ChaRenga, with
Jjunt t0 cool off, prizes given at weel's end
Hehd at Cluison for tap contonders,
Ualvorsity, the Yrrent up Thurday wight
Commisatoner’s Scheol for thy Farm to Table
ks ncaresr and loodership  Dinter to wespup the
development eummeyr week, This event Fusturod
program for highechool  foods danated by veveral
students conshlering a Farian wVertical Roots,
careor in the sgrieultupal,  Wistonfa P, WP Bl
nstyral rerource sndlife  Rootbng Down Farvas,
seiency indistitas, thy 5C Beef Covneil and
Forthe frstthwsings ool Producs-wsnd their

support ks tramendous. it
Yins b great onp to a great
weels, Fm proud of all theee
sdonts schieved and
learnod this wesk and look
Forward to seelng them at
the next Commissioner’s
School reundon,

Axlong o we'es telldng
ohout inspiring future
gonerations b anbar
sgricultuse, lot me say

a big congratulations to
our Sunbelt Ag Fxpo
State Farmver of the Yoor
For 2022, Keish Allen,
Thanks for represesting
South Corolina farrmom,

Hphloatna—



